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JANUARY 2016  Believe, Understand, Commit, Succeed!  

 

Per district protocol, we 

conduct random drills to 

ensure that we are pre-
pared for the unex-

pected.  Our drill proce-

dures are outlined be-

low.  We also have proce-

dures in place and 

trained staff for students 

with exceptional needs. 

 

FIRE: Drills are con-

ducted at least monthly;  

students are to exit the 
building silently with 

their teacher and pro-

ceed to the designated 

class spot near the 

track.  Students in hall-

ways or restrooms will 

be “swept” by an admin-

istrator to their teacher’s 

line on the field.  Ran-

dom students may be 

pulled from classes dur-

ing the drill.  The drill 

ends when all classes are 

lined up, all students are 
accounted for by their 

teachers, and the all-clear 

bell sounds.  Students 

should re-enter the build-

ing silently. 

 

TORNADO/WEATHER:  

Drills are conducted at 

least twice yearly.  During 

a weather drill, students 

are instructed to kneel 
down in a crouching posi-

tion facing the wall away 

from windows or doors, 

with their hands covering 

the back of their heads.  

Students may be asked to 

kneel in the hallway or in 

their classroom, depend-

ing upon location at time 

of the drill. 

CODE DRILLS: These drills 

are conducted by  the school 

and district several times a 

year.   

RED/EVACUATE:  Follow 

the same procedures as for a 

fire drill. 

RED/LOCKDOWN:  Teachers 

will cover  doors and check 

that doors are locked; no 

students are allowed in or 

out of the room.  Students sit 

on the floor away from doors 

and windows All movement 

and talking cease until the 

all clear is given.  Students 

in hallways proceed directly 

to “safe rooms.” 

YELLOW:  Teachers  check 

that doors are locked, and 

continue instruction;  stu-

dents are not allowed out of 

class; assigned students are 

admitted into class.  

 

   SAFETY DRILLS:  Preparation is Key! 

SCHOOLWIDE SEARCHES: 

Random weekly searches of 

classes will occur.  These 

searches will be conducted by 

the Dean and security.  Stu-

dents will be searched with a 

detector wand, and their be-

longings (bags, purses, back-

packs, jackets) will be discreetly 

searched.  Contraband will be 

handled according to the Code 

of Conduct.  Remember no stu-

dent should carry any type of 

medication or weapon on his or 

her person. 

SAFETY AND COMMUNITY PROCEDURES AND POLICIES:   

Parents, this newsletter is designed to inform you what we do every day 

to keep our community safe and to help you understand our community 
policies and procedures. With your support, our school can be a safe,   

civil, clean, and inviting place for your students to learn and grow! 

VISITOR SAFETY PROTOCOLS: 

All persons entering campus must proceed directly to the main office 
to receive a visitor’s badge;  the badge must be worn (not carried) 
throughout the entirety of your time on campus. 

Parents wishing to visit classes or schedule a conference should 
make advanced arrangements through the alpha (A-K ext. 109 or L-Z 
ext. 126) house office with a minimum of 24 hours’ advanced request 
notification.  Visitation during state/district testing is not allowed. 

All volunteers of any kind for any event (before, during, and after the 
school day) must be cleared through the district’s online process.   

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO 
HELP: 

1. Talk to your student 
about the importance of 
appropriate behavior 
during drills. 

2. Make sure your student 
knows his or her address 
and the telephone num-
bers that are on the blue 
card. 

3. Keep your blue cards 
up to date. Students 
are only released to 
persons on the blue 
card. 

4. Adhere to the drop 
off/pick up times for the 
school: no supervision 
is available before 9 
a.m. or after 4:30 p.m. 

5. Make sure your student 
wears his or her ID daily. 

6. Encourage your student 
to report anything suspi-
cious, whether a person 
or an object. 

PARENTS and COMMUNITY MEMBERS:  WAYS TO GET INVOLVED! 

1. Volunteer!  Time, talent, resources—we need them all!  

2. Join PTA and help us coordinate parent nights, school projects, and student/teacher 
appreciation events. PTA meets the first Monday of each month at 5:30 pm. 

3. Join SAC:  Provide guidance on ways to implement the school improvement plan, 
including allocation of resources. SAC meets the second Tuesday of the month, 5:30. 

4. Be a business  or faith-based partner!  Mentoring, incentives, hosting events, and      

       school beautification are just a few ways we partner with our area organizations. 

 



MID YEAR COMMUNITY CIVILITY REMINDERS—Help make Oceanway a “Class A” learning community! 

1. Hallway transitions: Students are expected to walk quietly, purposefully, and quickly to class during transitions. 
Students who loiter, shout, shove, curse, or otherwise exhibit inappropriate behavior will be issued a discipline refer-
ral with consequences per the Code of Student Conduct. Students are expected to follow the directions of any and all 
adults on campus immediately and respectfully, the first time. 

2. Before/after school safety:   Students should NOT be dropped off anywhere on or near the campus before 9 am. 
The school is not responsible for students dropped off before 9 or picked up after 4:30.  Please utilize the car line to 
drop off  your students and ensure they enter the building; leaving campus after being dropped off is a Code of 
Conduct violation and a safety hazard.  Once on campus, students must report directly to supervised holding areas.  
In the afternoon, parents should pick up students in the car line, not on Oceanway Avenue.  Students may be on cam-
pus after school only for school-supervised activities (club or athletics). Non-participating siblings of students in activi-
ties may not remain on campus.  Students who attend athletic events must remain at the event, exhibit behavior and 
dress in accordance with the Code of Conduct, and be picked up promptly at the end of the event. Any violations 
will result in the student’s inability to attend future after-school events.  

3. Bullying: Oceanway maintains a zero tolerance policy for bullying through educational prevention, peer mediation, 
school counseling services, a motivational coach, and investigative reporting of bullying. Parents, talk to your stu-
dents about how to be civil to their peers as well as the adults in our community. Keep an eye on their social media, 
and most of all, be involved! We welcome you at school! 

4. Respect:  Respect is the foundation of a strong, caring community, and it is an expectation that we model at 
Oceanway.  Please talk to your students about respecting each other, their teachers, and their school in their ac-
tions and words.  Talk to them about and show them how to resolve conflict peacefully, admit mistakes and accept 
responsibility, and how to make amends and move forward.  We have resources at school and online to help you! 

ATTENDANCE AWARENESS:  

Regular, full day attendance is necessary for stu-

dents to succeed in school. Please refrain from 

dropping students off late in the morning or pick-
ing them up prior to the end of the school day. 

Students who accrue more than 10 absences in 

30 days will have to attend an Attendance Inter-

vention Meeting with the district truancy officer;  

a parent must be present at these meetings.  

 

TARDIES:  Students are assigned tardy conse-

quences for being late;  hall passes are not given 

the first and last ten minutes of class.  Students 

must be inside the classroom when the bell rings 

or they must get a tardy slip.  Tardy consequenc-
es include morning detention and ISSP. 

 

IDs:  All students must wear a visible ID at all 

times; students are not allowed into class with-
out an ID. Students without an ID must obtain 

another one immediately. ID Fees do accrue:  $5 

per complete ID set-up.  

KEEPING YOUR STUDENTS HEALTHY! 

RESTROOM POLICY:  For safety, restrooms are locked dur-

ing classes, but are open before and after school, in the cafe-
teria during lunches, and during class transitions. Students 

should make every attempt to utilize the restroom between 

classes to maximize instructional time. Students who need 

to use the restroom during class must sign a log in their 

classroom and have their ID and hall pass in the hallway; 

students check in with the house office to get an escort with 

a restroom key.  Hall pass use is limited for student safety. 

MEDICATIONS:  Students are NOT allowed to carry medicine 

of any sort, including items like Ibuprofen.  ALL medication 

must be kept in the house office;  parents must bring in the 

medication and complete the medication form before a stu-

dent is given any medicine.  Medicine will be administered 

and consumed in the office.  

SICK STUDENTS:  If a student feels ill, s/he is sent to the 

house office to call home.  If the school and the parent to-

gether determine that the student is well enough to stay in 

school, the student will be sent back to class.  Otherwise, a 

person listed on the blue card will need to come and pick up 

the student.   Students may not “rest” in the office. 

ELECTRONICS EDUCATION:  Many student disputes at school are rooted in social media disputes outside of 

school.  Know what your student is watching, texting, messaging, posting, blogging, and snapchatting on pop-

ular apps/sites, such as Facebook, Kik, Twitter, Vine, Tumblr, WhatsApp, Skout, Tindr, BurnNote, Whisper, 
and Yikyak.  In addition to negatively affecting other students, college admissions, and employment, students 

can be held legally responsible for their internet pictures and words.  Educate yourselves and your students on 

their responsibilities as respectful 21st century digital citizens! 

Any student who brings a personal electronic device/phone to school does so at his/her own risk. The school is not responsible for any 

personal device/phone lost or stolen, regardless of value.  Use of electronic devices during school hours is prohibited; devices seen, 
heard or in use during school hours will be confiscated.  A parent must retrieve the device from the house office before or after school. 


